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Clothes Dryer Fire Safety Tips 
 

 
While most home appliances are used without incident, a lack of maintenance, buildup of lint, placing 
inappropriate items in the dryer and inadequate venting are frequently cited as contributing factors. 

Did You Know?  
♦ The CPSC estimates that 15,500 clothes dryer fires occur 

annually, causing an average of 10 deaths, 310 injuries and 
more than $84.4 million in property damage. 

♦ Eighty-percent of American homes have clothes dryers. 
♦ A full load of wet clothes placed in a dryer contains about 

one half gallon of water. As clothes dry, lint forms and builds 
up, reducing airflow in the dryer's vent, potentially causing 
the dryer to work improperly or overheat. 

Clothes Dryer Do’s: 
♦ DO clean the lint screen/filter before or after drying EACH load of clothes. 
♦ DO clean the dryer vent and exhaust duct periodically. 
♦ DO have a certified service technician clean and inspect the dryer and venting system regularly. 
♦ DO replace plastic or vinyl exhaust hoses with rigid or flexible metal venting, which provides 

maximum airflow. 
♦ DO keep the area around the dryer clean and free from clutter. 
♦ Always use the appropriate electrical outlet for dryers and all major appliances. 

Clothes Dryer Don'ts: 
♦ DON'T place clothing or fabric stained with a flammable substance, such as alcohol, cooking 

oils, gasoline, spot removers or motor oil, in the dryer. Flammable substances give off vapors 
that could ignite or explode. Instead, dry the materials outdoors. 

♦ DON'T leave a dryer operating if you are not home. 
♦ DON'T forget to read the manufacturer warnings in the user manual and on the inside of the 

dryer door. 
♦ DON'T dry any item containing foam, rubber or plastic, such as bathroom and non-slip rugs and 

athletic shoes. 
♦ DON'T dry any item that contains glass fiber materials, such as a blouse or sweater with glass 

buttons or decorations. 
♦ DON'T overload the dryer with wet clothes. 
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